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same. The common people brought their children to
touch him. One he took up in his arms, and when he
gave it back to the mother she cried for joy, and said it
would be lucky through life. I don't think him altered
in the least. He has the same shock head, and the
same honest simple manners; but he is devoted to
Emma; he thinks her quite an angel, and talks of her
as such to her face and behind her back, and she leads
him about like a keeper with a bear. She must sit by
him at dinner to cut his meat, and he carries her*
pocket-handkerchief. The aigrette the Grand Signor
gave him is very ugly and not valuable, being rose
diamonds. The crescent which he wears with the
order is very handsome ; but he is a gig from ribands,
orders, and stars. He is just the same with us as ever
he was; says he owes everything to Lord Minto ; that
but for the " interest he took about him he should
have had no reward for his services in the first action,
nor have been placed in a situation to obtain the
second."'

Modesty and vanity were curiously mingled in
Nelson's character, both probably having their root
in the same simplicity of nature. He was as grateful
to those who had shown him kindness as if his genius
could have failed to make itself known without their
aid; and the titles and decorations, the honours and
praises lavished on him, delighted him all the more
because his utter want of self-consciousness prevented
him from weighing them in the balance with his great
achievements.
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